A l l mothers are challenged daily to address multiple forces in their lives. These forces include their children, partners, families, society, religion, work, and social issues, as well as their own, individual needs. For many Jewish mothers, defining the place of Judaism as a significant value in their lives, responsively and proactively, is an enigmatic and perplexing struggle. For earlier generations, the primary sources of support for mothers were the women in their extended families: mothers, grandmothers, sisters, aunts, and cousins. Increased mobility, economic shifts, and work outside of the home have diminished the influence of the extended family and mothers have had to find new ways to meet their need for support, guidance, and community. This is particularly true within the context of Jewish community, where many Jewish mothers struggle to find a place for Judaism in their lives. Today, many Jewish women -unaffiliated, Reconstructionist, Reform, and Conservative -seek community outside of synagogues and other Jewish institutions. Moreover, Jewish women and their families are no longer living in "Jewishn sections of cities, lessening their opportunities for connecting with other Jewish women. So how can Jewish mothers find the communal support they need? Jewish Mothers Tell Their Stories provides that much needed sense of community.
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